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Occurred From:4055 41ST AV 03/08/2022 13:30
Incident Type: Miscellaneous

Reported Date: 03/08/2022 13:30 Tuesday
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INDIAN RIVER COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION 
  Report # 2022-26805 

Case Number: 2022-26805    Date: March 8, 2022    Sergeant Aaron Scranton # 5270 

 

Introduction 
 

On Tuesday, March 8, 2022, I met with Jennifer Pippin and three other concerned 

citizens at the Indian River County Sheriff’s Office regarding their complaint of what 

they deemed to be inappropriate books being available in public schools within Indian 

River County. 

 

Investigative Actions 
 

On Tuesday, March 9, 2022, I met with Jennifer Pippin and three other concerned 

citizens at the Indian River County Sheriff’s Office regarding their complaint of what 

they deemed to be inappropriate books being available in public schools within Indian 

River County.  The group, Identified as “Moms for Liberty” and seemingly headed by 

Mrs. Pippin, reported they have petitioned the school district to remove approximately 

150 books from public schools.  The reason for the petition is that the group has 

identified these select books to contain (in their opinion) references to sex, rape and 

drugs.  On the date of this meeting, Mrs. Pippen stated the school district has reviewed 

most of the books.  To date, the school district has permanently removed six books, four 

books have been lost and five books are pending further review; the remaining books 

have been returned to school library shelves after their review and are accessible to 

students. 

 

 Mrs. Pippen provided me with what she claims to be three of the most sexually 

grotesque books to review, claiming they depict the aforementioned references and 

violate Florida State Statute 847.012 which prohibits the sale or distribution of harmful 

material to minors.  Mrs. Pippen and her associates have reviewed the books in their 

entirety and left reference tabs for which specific sections of the books they want 

reviewed be law enforcement.  Below are the three books provided by Mrs. Pippin which 

I personally reviewed during my investigation: 

 

• The Perks of Being a Wallflower, written by Stephen Chbosky 

• Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, written by Johnathan Foer 

• Perfect, written by Ellen Hopkins 

I collected the books and all supporting documents provided by Mrs. Pippin for her 

claim.  The documents were scanned into the case file and copies of each reference page 

from the three books were scanned and saved as a PDF. 
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 The following Florida State Statutes and their subsections were reviewed for 

potential violations of Florida law pertaining to the books content and their dissemination 

to school aged youth/minors: 

 

• FSS 847.012 – Harmful materials; Sale or distribution to minors or using minors  

in production prohibited. 

 

o 847.012(3) – A person may not knowingly sell, rent, or loan for monetary 

consideration to a minor: 

 

▪ (a) Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture 

film, videocassette, or similar visual representation or image of a 

person or portion of the human body which depicts nudity or 

sexual conduct, sexual excitement, sexual battery, bestiality, or 

sadomasochistic abuse and which is harmful to minors; or 

 

▪ (b) Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however 

reproduced, or sound recording that contains any matter defined in 

FSS 847.001, explicit and detailed verbal descriptions or narrative 

accounts of sexual excitement, or sexual conduct that is “harmful 

to minors”. 

 

o 847.012(5) – An adult may not knowingly distribute to a minor on school 

property, or post on school property, any material described in subsection 

(3). As used in this subsection, the term “school property” means the 

grounds or facility of any kindergarten, elementary school, middle school, 

junior high school, or secondary school, whether public or nonpublic. This 

subsection does not apply to the distribution or posting of school-approved 

instructional materials that by design serve as a major tool for assisting in 

the instruction of a subject or course by school officers, instructional 

personnel, administrative personnel, school volunteers, educational 

support employees, or managers 

 

• FSS 847.001 – Definitions related to Chapter 847 – Obscenity. 

 

o 847.001(2)(a) defines an “Adult bookstore” as any corporation, 

partnership, or business of any kind which restricts or purports to restrict 

admission only to adults, which has as part of its stock books, magazines, 

other periodicals, videos, discs, or other graphic media and which offers, 

sells, provides, or rents for a fee any sexually oriented material. 

 

o 847.001(3) defines “Child pornography” as any image depicting a minor 

engaged in sexual conduct. 

 

o 847.001(6) defines “Harmful to minors” as any reproduction, imitation, 

characterization, description, exhibition, presentation, or representation, of 

Page: 3 of 74



Case Number: 2022-26805    Date: March 8, 2022    Sergeant Aaron Scranton # 5270 

 

Page 3 of 6 

 

whatever kind or form, depicting nudity, sexual conduct, or sexual 

excitement when it: 

 

▪ (a) Predominantly appeals to a prurient, shameful, or morbid 

interest;  

 

▪ (b) Is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult 

community as a whole with respect to what is suitable material or 

conduct for minors; and 

 

▪ (c)  Taken as a whole, is without serious literary, artistic, political, 

or scientific value for minors. 

 

o 847.001(8) defines “Minor” as a person under the age of 18 years. 

 

o 847.001(9) defines “Nudity” as the showing of the human male or female 

genitals, pubic area, or buttocks with less than a fully opaque covering; or 

the showing of the female breast with less than a fully opaque covering of 

any portion thereof below the top of the nipple; or the depiction of covered 

male genitals in a discernibly turgid state.  

 

o 847.001(10) defines “Obscene” as the status of material which: 

 

▪ (a) The average person, applying contemporary community 

standards, would find, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient 

interest; 

 

▪ (b) Depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual 

conduct as specifically defined herein; and 

 

▪ (c) Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or 

scientific value. 

 

o 847.001(11) defines “Person” as individuals, children, firms, associations, 

joint ventures, partnerships, estates, trusts, business trusts, syndicates, 

fiduciaries, corporations, and all other groups or combinations. 

 

o 847.001(16) defines “Sexual conduct” as actual or simulated sexual 

intercourse, deviate sexual intercourse, sexual bestiality, masturbation, or 

sadomasochistic abuse; actual lewd exhibition of the genitals; actual 

physical contact with a person’s clothed or unclothed genitals, pubic area, 

buttocks, or, if such person is a female, breast with the intent to arouse or 

gratify the sexual desire of either party; or any act or conduct which 

constitutes sexual battery or simulates that sexual battery is being or will 

be committed. 
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o 847.001(17) defines “Sexual excitement” as the condition of the human 

male or female genitals when in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 

 

o 847.001(18) defines “Sexually oriented material” as any book, article, 

magazine, publication, or written matter of any kind or any drawing, 

etching, painting, photograph, motion picture film, or sound recording that 

depicts sexual activity, actual or simulated, involving human beings or 

human beings and animals, that exhibits uncovered human genitals or the 

pubic region in a lewd or lascivious manner, or that exhibits human male 

genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely 

covered. 

 

o 847.001(19) defines “Simulated” as the explicit depiction of conduct 

described in subsection (16) which creates the appearance of such conduct 

and which exhibits any uncovered portion of the breasts, genitals, or 

buttocks. 

 

o 847.001(20) defines “Specific sexual activities” as the following sexual 

activities and the exhibition of the following anatomical areas: 

 

▪ (a) Human genitals in the state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 

 

▪ (b) Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, sodomy, 

cunnilingus, fellatio, or any excretory function, or representation 

thereof. 

 

▪ (c) The fondling or erotic touching of human genitals, the pubic 

region, the buttocks, or the female breasts. 

 

▪ (d) Less than completely and opaquely covered: 

• Human genitals or the pubic region. 

• Buttocks. 

• Female breasts below the top of the areola. 

• Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if 

completely and opaquely covered. 

 

In reviewing the provided books and comparing them to the elements of a crime 

within the harmful material statute under chapter 847, I am unable to establish that a 

criminal offense has occurred.  The reason for my findings and lack of a crime are as 

follows: 

 

• Books available on the shelves of public schools within Indian River County 

are not for sale, rent or loaned out for monetary consideration; therefore, the 

transactions of the books in question between school libraries and students 

does not meet the criminal elements of Florida State Statute 847.012(3).   
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• As it pertains to 847.012(3)(b), if the books were for sale, rented or loaned out 

for monetary consideration, the statute indicates the content must be “harmful 

to minors”.  Per the definition in Florida State Statute 847.001(6), content 

which is “harmful to minors” would depict “nudity, sexual conduct or sexual 

excitement” when it “predominately appeals to a prurient, shameful or morbid 

interest.” 

 

“Predominately” meaning mainly; for the most part. 

 

“Prurient” meaning marked by or arousing an immoderate (excessive) or 

unwholesome (unpleasant/distasteful) interest or desire, especially marked 

by, arousing, or appealing to sexual desire. 

 

“Shameful” meaning to bring shame or disgrace. 

 

“Morbid” meaning abnormally susceptible to or characterized by gloomy 

or unwholesome feelings. 

 

o After a review of 847.001(9), I did not observe any “nudity” in any of 

the books. 

 

o After a review of 847.001(16), “sexual conduct” is an actual or 

simulated act and does not reference written content in books or other 

reading instruments.   

 

o After a review of 847.001(17), I did find very few portions within the 

books which did meet the states definition of “sexual excitement” 

where some of the writings referenced “male and/or female genitals in 

a state of sexual stimulation or arousal”; however, per 847.001(6) 

above, the content which depicts sexual excitement is not the 

“predominate” subject matter within the books. 

 

In reviewing Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, written by 

Johnathan Foer, it was determined the book did not predominately 

depict content of a prurient, shameful or morbid interest.  Six pages 

were highlighted by Mrs. Pippin (and/or her group) for my review out 

of the books 326 total pages, which equates to 1.84% of the book.  

Refer to the books uploaded content for specific excerpts. 

 

In reviewing Perfect, written by Ellen Hopkins, it was determined the 

book did not predominately depict content of a prurient, shameful or 

morbid interest.  17 pages were highlighted by Mrs. Pippin (and/or her 

group) for my review out of the books 622 total pages, which equates 

to 2.73% of the book.  Refer to the books uploaded content for specific 

excerpts. 
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In reviewing The Perks of Being a Wallflower, written by Stephen 

Chbosky, it was determined the book did not predominately depict 

content of a prurient, shameful or morbid interest.  11 pages were 

highlighted by Mrs. Pippin (and/or her group) for my review out of the 

books 213 total pages, which equates to 5.16% of the book.  Refer to 

the books uploaded content for specific excerpts. 

 

 As I continued to diligently investigate Mrs. Pippin’s complaint, I searched for 

similar complaints as filed by her and “Moms for Liberty” within the State of Florida.  I 

was able to locate an almost identical complaint filed by individuals associated with 

“Moms for Liberty” in Flagler County, Florida, in November 2021 (Contact the Flagler 

County Sheriff’s Office for details pertaining to case number 2021-100272).   

 

FCSO investigators conducted a similar investigation pertaining to the book “All 

Boys Aren’t Blue”, written by George Matthew Johnson.  The results of FCSO’s 

investigation determined that the criminal elements pertaining to FSS 847.012 were not 

met.  FCSO provided case documents to their general counsel for review, and it was 

unanimously determined that no crime had occurred.  Like this IRCSO investigation, 

FCSO had complainant information for their investigation; however, they were unable to 

establish who would be the particular victim and/or suspect if an actual crime had 

occurred.  During Mrs. Pippin and her groups initial report to me they mentioned this 

particular book several times, cited quotes from the book and informed me that in their 

opinion, All Boys Aren’t Blue was one of the most grotesque books available to students.  

This particular book was one of the select few which were removed from Indian River 

County schools.   

 

Based on the results of my investigation, it is concluded that the allegations 

described above did not meet the elements of a crime as defined in FSS. 847.012, or any 

other criminal statue.  Therefore, the case requires no further investigation and is closed 

due to the lack of criminal activity.  Whether or not this material is appropriate for 

students of Indian River County is an internal matter for the school board and is best 

addressed through their processes. 

 

Results and Disposition 

 

There is nothing further to report.  This case is cleared unfounded, no crime 

occurred. 
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